Though perhaps too willing to subordinate more formal structures and authorities, by uncovering the intimate networks of diverse individuals to drive a narrative about the shape of New Netherland society, Romney demonstrates the links between the personal and the imperial.
The most compelling part of the book is its first two chapters, which detail the tactics Netherlanders employed as they moved throughout the Atlantic. That prominent Netherlanders like the Van Rensselaer family relied on networks that mixed family and commercial concerns is no surprise, though Romney's insightful reading of family letters highlights the degree to which a gendered language of family foregrounded personal ties. More remarkable is Romney's painstaking work with underutilized notarial records to document the intimate ties poor and middling members of Dutch society created as they moved their bodies and limited resources 
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While intimate networks failed to span cultural divides, the final chapter demonstrates that they could empower individuals to act as go-betweens. Exploring the roles of five such people, Romney complicates interpretations of cultural brokers as liminal people by instead locating their power in their centrality to distinct intimate networks. Fittingly, when English forces arrived at New Amsterdam in 1664, two women intimately tied to the colony's elite but personally lacking formal authority reportedly visited English forces. Negotiations for a peaceful surrender began soon after, hinting that political authority flowed through intimate networks rather than official political channels.
That so many of these intimate networks depended on more formal imperial structures and institutions might suggest the two realms were not just intertwined but more mutually constitutive than Romney sometimes acknowledges. Consequently, Romney asserts, "intimate networks proved ultimately more durable than colonial regimes" (p. 286). Although the continuity of those networks remains unexplored here, future scholarship addressing the tantalizing possibility that a succession of colonial regimes was superimposed atop a foundation of intimate networks might further support her case.
As her account of New Netherland's final days suggests, Romney's work "forces us to jettison any distinction between the intimate and imperial" (p. 304). The real power of her examination of intimate ties is its ability to treat in equivalent terms the experiences of diverse contributors to the construction of a nascent Dutch empire. Romney has clearly shown the degree to which intimate networks structured the Dutch Atlantic, and provided a model for other scholars of early modern empire to emulate.
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